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OPTICAL ILLUSION 101: 
A POST-APOCALYPTIC REVI EW OF 
"MADAME WINGER MAKES A FILM" 

o. K ... "" SNoDlQS 

Hel en Hill's OJ.Y. guide to filmmaking opens with a 
check: 
wne ... will you be in the 21st Century? What w ill yo u do if 
there's a nuclear wiIr Or gigantit terrorist attacks? 
What if your film lab is reduced to robble? 
How are you going to keep making films? 

..... po:It 9111 wor1d. mo.t of us .", wtroor>g 
from tOO much realty We'", iooI;in9 lor 
0</1' .. fety -. out p.aocilie<s (U", warm, 
fuzzy batl>robe 01 III"""" th.u ..,., on 
tach doy >0 we can get out of bed and wolk 
in me v.orId). We don"!; gO out mlXh", 
we used 10. We!leep m<>rI'. Out ¥' are "oll 

from watrn'ng me IWIt .. 

"'"'"' Madame Winger ,.,,·,,1'1 , .... in rU'tv. She 
doe5n't w .... l to. RNlny IS the pIoce_ 
bog corporatJQns the 'tcxk 01 
choocf 10/ many 

7378) and use aromal to 
make emJls>on. M..""".", WOI1d 

"" _ " ..... , __ 200> 

scratched. colour ,,,,.ted, "'loculated. "",mat-
ed, opproprialed. mampulated, wr>e<-8ed, 
and an!JQuatM . Winger doesn't 

fancy d>gltol ted""lIogie< Of • bog bt>::Ig • 
• ,; .no lias • pet pog and • team 01 f.'ne> 
who m" o:htmlSt..,. in .... kloc"'" <10"'"",",. 

Madame W inge. Makes a Film .. a rt(Jpe 
lor dISaSter a.r><l a surm.l (/1.11", f", the 21>1 
C..,tu,,/_ p.., l"dvn, .. 1 manual. pan hiUory 
Ies>on and pan poIitocal manifesto. HeIerl Hrh 
__ lilm sparkles Ib the tip of 
w.ro;I . ... her honeycomb ""-'ti><'rn drirWl. 
Mad.>rne Wi"9'" rea<so.rres US lhot "' this age 
of ¥ld big b<JdgeI fi lmmak· 
tng. aIIl'C'J r>eed 10 a film is a gOOd 
idea. Or maybe lUSt a burd1 of "oa. a 
few ""'9'< mao"'''' and an anytl1'ng goes -noose of us who'"" .. scratchy 
Mm <>II can 9"t the ba$i(s here 
(load;ng a BoIex has """'" looked Of >OUnded 
quote 110 .. "'><v.) I.Jk. the ---t be<lt _ ... 
Madame Wingor knows ti><' farn. but she 
does than the Ies>on. SIlo makes 
US want 10 maI;. """"thing more ",,110 what 
we'"" bH-n handed. With her OW guoOe to 
low budget l' mmak"'9. Mad.>rne Wing.er 
...... 00. \IS that we r>eed to our own .-And "'" don'l iIa'YI' 10 _ Ii><' house 





AFTER THE HEARTBREAK: My FIRST J.K. EXPERIENCE 
• • IOt<H Pt,,, 

I had >Orne...:ond hand. how 10 
make • film 9ulde .nd il had • p;ct",., of a JK opbCal 

pon'" <0 I up Simon f ,;>Ser f ilm 
dept_. and told them I was a I,m stuWIt from Emoty 
Carr I loaded the _ .. wrong and Ih<> pro.. 

joctor began s.i<Jppong rIght """oY. chewing "P my "''Y'' 
no! SUp'" 8 footo,ge. n was heartbrN,-ing", lhe 
,.,.".,.,..,1. bul wI>o<o I !)Dl lhe ponl Me'< lrom the lab 
there were ,. ,,,,alty .fl.lt and g'alny and 

deslfOyed. )'>1 inlore>l"9. I,k<! the 10>.1",., was .... "oong my ..,..,1""" wI>o<o I 
!lad IMI the 1<>01agO. Thai was a lu'o;ng poonl-IMbng !)D of the san<:lJly of the ilYlO9'!$. \>f'\do!-r • 
• tand"9 the of the physicol led natu,ally to 
\IOn woth my fjm b\' hi>rId 

A PRACTICAL DISASTER: HAND PROCESSED FI LM AS A LIVING 
ART EXPERIENCE oy /oWl, PILLER 

,. ... 
My 1ir<1 16mm film 

was wh.Jl Ilh to uII "pr<K\lUl disaster' I 
""'I my 100 ket of b&w 1,1m It< a _ 
"'90n..ed t61 of po11 .. "" rroYements. cob 
01> b&w. lights ..-.d sI'>adows. When I started 
to proce<s. I o.odtd at the lasl m ... ute to 

from fadJllg _ I f.n I ... ... th them_ 
thought boef!y about all the things I 00 
Iongoe.- JlQ$Sffi. the P«JPIe I wQn't be <obit to 
la' 10 anymore beQuse they'", dead 

Atrfw;ry. til<> " • cyde so I o.odtd 10 "'" 
the ""'" ernpi)' sur/act of the f ilm as a C¥lYa, 
10 """lethe thai was """'" 
e<I. saatuu"9 my expoer...-.:e onto the dea,td 
base. The 1,1m was presented at lhe 
festival 2 yea" aqo and calk><! "Pmc",,-, 

tM wold world 01 hand-prO<e$S<"9 
taughl me 10 "", ,-e a big mentailNp from 
"",at 'beauty of ",",fecl!On .nd toUd cor.. 
troI" 10 'be<outy of ,mper1"""", and """', 
pe<:le<I "-""lis. Now I undel'land hand'pro.. 
CE'S""9 as a IMng an t "P<"l<!I><:e. wI'oe-re noth-
ing <an be .. I and I leave myself the opport ... 
My 10 <tart creabng within results. 

-

Ioave a f""" feel as """1"1 ..... Thon lhe aNy 
part of my f'm thai tu,ned 00\ OK. The ,,'<\ 
of the film I w;>nte<l to process as rtYeI>aI 
USIng blNch. WIth sci"""I"'" effocts VMI. ,I 
lu,ntd out I had a Wi!<:h Prqoct: 
Image5 that fi"l were showing up so 
fulty ,t>rtod '''''M''9 beJo<e my eye<. I 
.""'" whal to do With my he"n fully 
pumped, my adreno!,,,, dwnbed 10 high lev, 
""'_ My hands....,,,, grasping 1M fi lm. puI'ng 
II from the bucket "",ole my ey ... scanned lhe 
f, ........ and wal<h«l lhe """9'" fbw WIth 
lhe ,unnong ""te<. NOtt>Ing <ould .,op them 

.. , --" ...... , -- "'" 



SOME KIND OF EULOGY. 
BY ""'<1O" ... ZUDlI' 

I didn't know how IIny of tllis would go in the beginning. 
I didn't even know it was beginning. 

-1n\I the II ..... 
ldeodo togo 10 !he "lim , ....... - """ 

long on t6rrwn lim I'IeId III his 
0n\Ml0. I t.oI<e tht CI><.nO' to INm obout hand 

but detf> 00wn I,",,,,, I'm looI<'I>j for n'IOfe.' IQ help 
toM "'" n .. ' .top on foLorwnol<ong TI-e mKh....,. of me (oune 

ft we PfOCfS$.IIIlO'IIttt«I. MIkf and walCh 
_ lhI>_ A Zfn INrn bydong. I 

<M\ gel f\\O Ih.ol 
8\111 C¥f1. to I'JStlhoo1. I twght., an od>ooI 

IMt 16mm p<KIOOS and • __ • tNn t«h >hoi should be 
to< ,\ to be oIlht...-.... Tho«! was no IIJdo 1IwI\J 

.. e'p ... "ehto1.JOn 
The jc>wnty be9ins 

m'\' ton' .... ore <'-Pi. ""'9 A w_ 01 
es 'Ne< me. 10 1M MOXld. I go on • mo .. ftftd trop wlln 101M 
"Wer11S _PhIl . .., the b«< of the poCk",,!> trw, I SIt Wllh 

a <owgo1 fimrrIII< .. 'rom CI'otogo She _ WIldly, from 
Ihe hop, docb'l9 t""fS, .... . .. 09. _ ... agMI. 
<MIg ... f"'9"" .......... She doesnl "'" rn,poOO!eo •• 01 beong 
100 PtKIW< Wllh IItt IiIm I'ISIOO II"I\IlIf3 me So, I go leo" 
,\ I dive '" oil my Sluff """", <>111. but _ 01 n 1$ 
Now. this d _ I came fa, tile thriI 01 9"ttng m'\' ......... dot1)' and 
tryong ......mou. lui! 

-



-

Sunny Odiforni" A 0,", Ti .... Offer. 
My 9lnf......:! <>rI<I1 «>aod trip 10 tile C"dorm. dessert. Wllh. 
$lIed 80Iex and 8 1(111$ 01 H7lI. I w ..... 1 to captu,," """"",IS. I'm 

I' t tile 

• 
... --, A. Million Ide.a, 01" Obses,lvo-Compul,i"" J>.tt Making. 

1 haw newr "" .... Iy lil1<$hed an _"".<1101 film al on my own 
usually worI; WIth • In one or ar»the<. I compensale by 
Mving 0 mdlion p"'lect "'-. from a million unmade limo. 
None 01 them Include my <!dual footi!ge My heart palpitate<; lookIng 
Ihroogh tile old journals. The """P'hot floot .round me ,n 
\II$IOI'l$ that tea$t my Vi,(/O toward """". tIM been fun 

COOectlng all 1M 1001"9". il> a ""apbooi; of my ,",,0I"600U'. but what the am I gorng 
to do with II oil? 

, 
".?"', , I il 

()fd Ige. A o;oupIe of I !<Ike him 10 tile m and 
<fl. I am MICa only I ..... another _. He d .... On 

I can not describe tho! los:; I 00'"'9 this time or the 
The of "'9"" wolh tile simple of 

un _" ..... ,_100, 



You can Go Back 
Lal ... thai """""!r, I ho>!p my Irotnd li> Ii .. ",....., film frM1 the """"'. 
>hop. lun to .... the be .... rtlful .... "" farm >cones. Memoroes 
of flood back. wtr,!\ad 1_ t .... t I couldn't Ion"" 
tM him' Whe<e wos my sp!m oIlarm 

I "",'e. ,ttle <omrnJtrMr1110 10 WOtk on the film, to jusl 
foc", and 9"1 down I can illal'" RighI1 

h<k Gnem.o 8BQ 
I ,.,,1 """" ,.....,nd\.. • OllO'>Cope and • 'Pi'<"', .nd >eI to WOtk con" 
""'bng aonother friend, backyard '>hod Inlo another make'>llllt 16mm 
"udlO. I crack open the ""n"l", " .ntar"'ng film farm 
footage I.ip lhe film apart. Th;' lam I will oriy "'" my 
1....,.,.,1. footage. ft lOO'!$ SO 10 gel my h.and< all <hem",,1 .... 

I "'I Image< almosl fall apart In lhe diem""". The actoon crealed 
by the d>err'>tcoIs adds .. new Iaytr 01 mytJ.m>< to the 
action captured by the """"'" Tinl'''9.nd tonong all .... lhe ..... n-
1"9 of my irnage<, lhe ""uraled colours bringrng drama to lhe 
footage. I .tong up an the ohots aga""t the biod< w.11 01 lhe '>hod 
WIth pI no",.., wnll"" _ on mal.l.ing \apoI" 91"9'" 'P><e. pop 
tarts, tw>g tree, halo I ""'Ie ail \ht$e na.mes on along 

01 _ Stretched 001 on a lawn chair, I dose my eyf'> .nd ........ ,.., how lhe omaoges ""II llow 
l<>geIher. I wnle il down and tape e.erything back 109'the. a«on:I"'9 10 thIS new order 

Movln to the Country 
I abandon the r'IlOYIe again. We charges on. and I _ 10 
rr><>I'e 10 the <"'-"'try. We find. p>e<e oIl.nd ""th • house in the 
rolling hill 01 Northi.rmbeo1and. The house IS a dr<astt'l' and """....,.,. 
vat. """'Y -"end bel ..... " """"" IOf three monlhs. I feel fa.-
f<Om my fIlm "9"'n It\ _ and I _ 'ashly tt>at I ""II 10""'" 
lhe film by lhe Do<embe.- " Irnage<" 00>d!1""'. 1_ 10 lhe 

Cal%rn", footage, but I w.nt 10 Iml and tone It On a worm fall day, I sel up another mal:e>hift 
"tJdio .. the balE-meftl. bul IhIS ,""" I don'l "",I ' ..... rIds. viewe< Of 'phce ,. I I&>r the fIlm Into 
p!e(!-$. Fail glOW> ookl and I am sro-rng r&>rns 01 16mm 1010 jl>rsol loner. I am 
COfI\'lI)(N that ho<.MI>oId blNc:h doong a JOb of the hoIrd liA Qf\ my lab-
proct'SSOd footage 

-



Collecting the Pi ..... 01 My Mind 
I know now that I want to make a ouIogy lor MIU, but I WIll haw 10 patoenl 10 see what 
lorm 'Oe film takes. I start ,n ... ,nesl 10 wole a sc'ipt, i00i<'''9 bo<:k IhfOU9!> my wribng at the 
IhMI@sof the film. '" orde, lor people 10 experO[>fl((> IIx> am.121fl9 (oor>eaioll my dog ¥Id I 
>hared, I mUSI rKteate it lor I.m. I SIr.leg .... a method l(>r appmachOng t'" sound-
track. I'U u...t Ihe sound I"," t'" images. coIIIKting I'" _I\. "'. non-Judgmental pro<e<s 
and edilong tI>em acc(>r<lorog'o ,,,. in,omal rhythms of Ihe poKe I write ""'''''' of about 
MIU, ed'i n down ,nlO a spHCh and «>1M up WIlt> """" >b}ans_ 

To up erJ,urog, I transl ... ..e<yth,ng to dig,taI rm fasl ... 00 dfgo,al ed'bng and tnl$ oonfi-
<Itr"J« mak"! me feel ""at...ry lucid I ...... ,,,. !k>g¥I$ as the $I'..:tu,al bonI>s: 'get "'1'. 'f'nd 
your ....... 01 dr"""OOIl', 'stay ,n control' , 'get OUt of (oo"oi', wolh I'" opo\ogue, 'and a ll1t1,"9' 
berng the sa""" and an ,hOngs berng Ihe sa"",' I m",k around "'th al ,,,. ., F,naI Cut 
P'ro. I finl$/> ,to wrap n up and....-.d rt off to Images_ 

RejKto 001«10. or Where There I, Not. Door Th ... .. a Window. 
ns .Iar" .. a"y. I get a from 1rrIages. I knew I had senl them • rough-<u1 but I was 
.....-etIy Mping I would get a«e!lted (meaning I haw to cl">ange otl_ I'm leefong a bot 
Ialy aboul ,,,. whole thing, com<dering anothe< "",I lrom tOe slog 

I let a couple 01 poopIo watch It 10 !)OUge their m .... I't«>Io I"IaYo> a "mila, 
react""': they ike ,t in principle, but .. pra<1l<. """"thrng not wor'ting 1 «",.,.. 
O·Donr>elf and show- it to hOm lor a ...,<>nd bme I-Ie hums and f>aows. G;w, n to me SIr.igM I-Ie 
likes the .togan-btle Slr1J<1ure, but I'" sound track is confusing, too many l'OI<es. S"npllf)". Jusl 
tell • Slar; about the dog for each bile tl>erne 

Bn' lant 

Be in Control. Get Oul 01 Control 
I calm down and WIlle sl",,,, lor ear:h Iitle How can I possobIy do 1111, voo;e oYer WIthout bleat-
,ng out the no,m"",] I'm no actor. Alone. lat. at night. 1 go into the ""-"Id ,,,,,,,drng booth at 



wort . I sel up !he nw;rophone, so I {On !<I on It.. 
Il00<, I spfNd OUI all my nole<. so I <.On _ them at 
a glance and not fus.s ""th nAtllng PiIPl"', I relax 
(bottle of red ""roe) olOd 114M: to talt. I pretend I'm 
talk"'9 to "",..",'" re.1Iy ..,..-npa!he100:. 
OUr Slroes. rm """" r.,n".1 talkong 10 Ih .. ornago .... 'Y 
aud"""e than I would be 1.11Or>g 10 """"""" about 
",m. f am not _'r>g rea<:IoOnS. g.aoJgor>g whether 0< 
not I sound looney talkong oboul .... ammal Ih ... f 
am lolling our '1OIy, a tc:r.o. '1OIy wolh a heart 
brN .... eMor>g. AI tt.. trnouon pours oul of me 
SIf""ll" I .... r>g. bul eUCIIy """ )'N< since Moca 
<!oed I feel more .bIe 10 g"""" now lhan I cou4d • ,...., 

The new "",rodlrack a coIIaboo".""" wrth my 
oTKrSOc.>I par' ...... C ...... Carroll (tOgelher ..... ;ore .j .... 
urn ,.-.a.). We'"", bee<> praclicir>g musoo: Tltur1d.Yy 
fo< a couple of """""'. reco<dir>g ....... 9'>. Wt stan 
...-.d Ii",*, !he mw.: in one sessoon. 

I «lol the se<or.d "",rod-picture m .. in a au, 
Ihree--l>our pressure cooI<e< $oro'\tI-.;lw ,t.. 
franlOO: tne<gy work" I know lhere are _.ro 
rroomo<1ts in ed,'. bul ,I f_ righl to me ,Iud< 

And All Things Being th40 s.a_ 
from toore. the film woIlgo on to h/oYe. ' Ie of ots 
own. communicabr>g to au,Ii.,nce< through doSl,ibu-

loon .nd olher .perf"""""",,,., Eadl wiU bring ItoeiI own biases. but unh'. a perf",,,,,,,". 
I <¥t'1 do .\It'r>g once ,ts ,rar1ro. I lose (onlrol...-.d h/oYe to Wst!he Mm to say " I w.nl to say. 
There was $OO'rttthong I .. tondo<lto r;ommunocale. now I have to listen to what C"",,", Md< 10 me 
Ihrough n 

-
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.", W you makt a \otaIljo dIgotal 10m, would ,\ 
be. Ioor.dmodo I'lml 

,,", I hoveIn mode • fim '" 
I don'\ know But I do . now about combonong 

_" hltt lilm lOOta<}e, vodeo 
footage, _ '''9 Of>. S\"""be<' , ItlM WOIk-
i"9 on • <omputer dogit.11jo for tho O(IjrJng 
\hen go;ng bad to tho 51_bed<. It\. 
pr<><ess I ' now lrom maIo"9 What _ 

wonted '" wonde<ful to _ woth 
almost -.1_ maybe twenty ye .... of 
molena! "" I dod WIth .. hH. Of> a oomput .... 
beo:atM you can call up th.-.gs '" 1 .. 1 '" 
easy. wnh d"ll\al .... 10"9 you hoI'O some 
headaocho< 01 ", ... "" buL.,t WOIk, just like 
"""""'" 800m1 H\ "!lIU therel ... What 
these . ... e. wonted 1 w"" _ing on • 
Steenbed< .rod Of> \tie eo,ml),ne< at \tie ...... 
bmt I was shoou"9 Wllh • dog,tal <amo<. off 
\tie K,...., ono:lltlM d...-npong ,t 
into the 10 _ 0 .. <1 my .0..... BaO 
and lorth. n W,",' bot cr.zy be<."", I Mel 
lootage which was and pomed way 
before oiogotal W"" .,......Ued and '" rt 
w;osn1 re.sonabIe 10 de • keycoo. t,.",f ... 
1 _ed out my _ ......-.nrac .. , .. dud",,} 
ma...,. adJUS\"""''' 10 the """.t""'. Of> tho 
<omput ... I foorod the ...-..ges I ne«Ied 
(SuP'" 8. 16mm n O! photos. 
vodeo) by _'''9 001 \tie i<INs Of> the eo,,,-. 
poter. Tht<o I ,-"t had to ma,lE< (1hr(lOJ9h op\" 
cal pr,"bng arod..,.jeo to hm tr."'f .... ) all of 
\tie mal ... kOI bad to 16mm ""9 . ... the 

I used • proce.s for Chimer., 
USIng dog,tal edibng \0 _ out the fbw of 

and tho f'''''''' , ...... Then I went back 
to tho opt",... ponler a.-.;l stop pr .. tod tho 
Super 8 UIlto t6 mm ""9 

.", n wa>I\'tan ... thetoc: chooc:e 1\ was..."."... 
tNng tloot helped you _ out the materkOl 

,,", When we «= boundaoriM. we b"n9 what 
we·"", INrned from """ medium and aWIY il 
to .nother, and """"'h"'9 new 
COd """"""",u inf.....-.ct new '''''''''''''''is. 
new """"""","u inlluen<;t old ones. n\ • 
hybnd of pract" .... you "'" what""'" poW-

.. _ ... -----

-



,..".,.,."..,. a, SIIeIodan C'*9<'. Jeffrey 
Poul was lirsl asi<ed 10 tH(h Pi>oIO<l>op. 1* 
w ... !O<l of orde<ed by lhe od"",..lr.l"", 10 
make Iranl lllOn trom stil tim to comput-
e<s. and he had 10 te..:h "' one 01 t'- com. 
pulE< labs. WItS V<'I'1 ur>-Jeffrey So 
what did was off all the fIorMcent 
lights ¥ld bnllg .. """" Iomps and 
pla<ed them around the room. tIoond-
mode>OluI"",_ He JUSt said : "well war,a 
minute ""I 1"'1 We wh.l!\ betIl<,l ot-.;wed 
(Ioy,n OUr throats .. we can st,1 rMlSl '00 cor-
por.l. of work,'"'-I . " 

n-.. I .. m , ,,,,I c.>me to betIl<,l ,n the 60s WItS 
"1rwIg onemo,· and I ... ' '''''. til . 
frlm, the .rna""" 11,,'"'-1, lhe l\fokhage 00 
thai good '0 maI<e amateur _ btc.luse 
amateur .w-ids for love In tIoondmode film. 
you maKe a sho1 of people at lhe bfNkf ... 1 
table . YOU don', b",'9 "' the bog Ioghts; you 
dor"l get 'I"'" d;oughte< 10 pour lhe orange 

ago"', and You """1 )'OIl, 'a.coon' 
or 'cut.' You make a Ylot ...t.en tho> Iigh' gIi<-
..... off the apples on the table ond your &old 

pIay1ng ",th loys. H you mi<s a shol, you gel 
the next one 

10#: Is Ihos 1>01 more poss,,* ""th the video 
ca .... ,.1 More people hove ac""", 10 'I rqH 

and can cb .rnatrur work 

PIt, WM video u.... " """'iIy sound at\ached, 
whertas....;th a 80Iex ilHlways jl61 the 
'"'"9" . In video 'whal'''' you do,,"l WIth 
' ''''' 'oy, n-.. becorr'!o ""I'OfIattt 
so d,ff""""" and I don" thonk 
a/wlyl bene, though n can be. n de-peods on 
how one work$ ""h n_ Acc"" is 9"'11 of 
cou ... , Apparently """'YOf'O has a video cam-
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