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GARAGE SALE A GREAT SUCCESS! 
TIle 2ndArnualUPr GanceSale 

lit<orallyendecl wi ..... bane ... thunder 
.u.rm put ... out fII w.;ne .. I l l:30. 
HO_veT. duo to Rob Pudro'. okHlful 
"negotio.tion," with ... ly mOn'linl:" 
hardoore.ga.8J" "".Junki .. we ... e", 
. till able to Ta'" OVOT "200.00 toward. 
th . putcha .. 'filii Ani SR .. m ...... 
Thanks to .""'YOno who dOlllt.ed their 
belongingo ...... rvItu (Ilpeei.ally th ... 
of you who helped out .. tlwo rain came 
pourinr do_)lnd • BIO thanQ to 
Sua" Norpt wIIo r-tious1y let ........ 
ber yard, lidewalk, b,"emont, both· 

llrTa...RobPuao"_ItN_uII '(I(>m .. 

... GETIING CLOSER TO THAT ARRI SR 
~you may know from the previou. n .... leuAoT. The Canod. Coundl ha. '""ently 

offered LIFT • matching grant of up to $1~.OOO.OO Iowan! u. .. "Qui,ition of an ind .... 
try-luonda,d <.""',.,. (Ani SR o r Aa!( ... L TRI. Th .. il an opportunily to revitali.., the 
m ... da~ of UFT by providi"4': teLiob!. 1 __ ..... ipm ... ' and to b4 obI. to continlUl 
fulr.llina; th o. r""oti ... wen into tlwo 90'11-

Don , ... . _peel o(luJ ~l,,¥ 0CUf' , ,,,, rrally_ t ile, 1M ".,,,, .',,/IdonI 
U FT . 0"..,,... a/ " fI"o<:titm of Ind"ot", I'r>u. h"_,, ,.-.,...1 appftli lo 1"'" 

In order to meet thi. dI.lIenp, wo ......... nlly employi..:; • • yatem oI" pre·paid 
bookl np o.,.,h as the on. _Uy. and .ueceufully uoed tohelp u •• equi.., the 
O,berry. SO ... IF YOU ARE SHOOTING A FILM THI S YURand • .., interested in 
having ....... to ftn AlTi SRor Anton at. f,action of «lmmerei.1 ... te. , DO NOT 
DEI.A Y ... 0111 today! Tal k to Greg at LI FT for more detai l ... 

FESTIVAL OF FESTIVALS TRADE FORUM '91 
.... h .. been the ....., onr the Pfost few yura. UFl' '" "","nc to on.., opin putehaw 

pat.MI for the Festival oI"Festiy.1t ~ Forom for the ..... 01" our m ..... bers. Held 
ftom September 10th to 12th, tho 1991 Trade FON'" will oI're. I rlnp 0/" "'o",&hopl, 
IIminl"', dioeu .. ion.on forei", .. ·prod.,.,Uon, as _II •• u.. do.i1y -c.IISludy'" .. hkh 
will lock at I feature film from ton...,pt through produotion, ml,htlng, Ind distribu. 
tion. 

Contingent upon fundin g support from W. OFDC. 8 Trad. Forum p .. II. will bo 
putchaMd in LIFT's name and then .hR,od amongst inte,eoted membora. 0"..., detail. 
ofthi. y •• r'. Trade Forum lI .. ion.I •• in pia .. , interutod ".mbe ... will be upeeted 
to lubmit I brief written .-equat to We LIFl' om ... indi •• tine which .... ion . they 
""&h to attend and why. In ,""change. membon will bo requirfll to tollect ."y relevant 
print info ...... ;.". ~w.il.bl~ to.dd ta UI'T • • __ iii .. ........... "'. b,.;.r ... ";lkn 
"-'- for the nlOWfoletter in order to ah" .. the information pined with u.. .... t 0/" the 
memberahip. 

PleiN be .WI ... , f .. ndinr aalJt.ltl .. for Trade Forum _ io not yetCClnfi...,od. All 
LlFl' will only be able to purdl .... limited number of"" ..... membon ore odvioed to 
",bmit their letU. ofinte ... t ptomptly. A b"",h .. re ... tlinin~ thl . y ..... T ... d. Forum 
.... Ion. "'ould be _ted outside of the LIFT offioe within the next ""upl. of weelto. 

STILL LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER HOURS?! 
11_",,)'011 been lookincfor 0 wIOJ' to fulfill you . volunteer hou ... ! W.lIlook no further. Ll Fl' 
il in need oI"bun.hesof""luntee ... to help..,' with t_ upcO .. inc _nto. on s.turtboy, 
A ....... I U Ih(LlFT' .... tdoo. Ie .... ninc on W.rd'. bl.nd)g,u TlI""da¥, September 
11th tho 3n1 Annual "-11y OfPoortiesOR (- J1<i8t 31. VOUlNJ"EERS WITH TRUCKS 
AND VANS ARE ESPECIALLY NEEDED! Call wun. «l U1T (696-82J3J. . 
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ANNUAL MEETING SPURS 
ACTION AND EXCITEMENT 
by Ewe Steiner 

Last m\lnth in Calgary I ropre­
.. nted LIFT at the 11th Annual 
~ncral Meeting of the Independ­
ent Film and Vide<> Alliance, along 
with Robin Eedoo (LIFT Coordina­
tor and Ontario representative on 
the Allianee Boord). 

It was an intell!le week of meet· 
ioga,both formal andinformal,along 
with an ama.ing program of show­
case screenings featuring a lot of 
UFTfiims. 

First of all I would like to con· 
gratulate P rcmlka Ratnam of 
Trinity Square Video, whoreplaces 
Claude Ouellet as president of the 
Independent Film and Video Am· a.,,,,,. 

Among the many proposals put 
forth, the big battles seemed to fo­
cus on isaues coneerning the NFB 
8.,d some kind of re·instatemcnt or 
r..,reation of the Department uf 
Supplies and ServieeaNon-Theat";· 
cal Fund. 

The NFB hss repeatedly failed to 
a:knowledge or answer letters from 
the AllianeeexpreS8ingoursubstan­
tjai and serious concerns with NFB 
a:tion and poliey (m a variety of 
ilsues. Therefore, the Alliance has 
p.!t forth a motion demanding a 
written response from the NFB to 
OUr letters, and, that we lobby for a 
written response. 

To this end, the Alliance encou'" 
age. i1.$ regional caucuses to carry 
out thi. lobby by ""nw.o~ng 1000.1 

MPs in each region to enlist their 
support in ensuring that the N~'B 
address the Alliance's concernS in 
writing. 

Other resolutions regarding the 
NFB included that the Alliance con· 
tinue to lobby the NFB for support 
toelectronie mediaeentres and pro­
ducers, and urge them to publicly 
recognize i1.$ use of video as a me· 
dium, 

In regards to Studio D, the AlIi· 
ance will assign a representative 
from the Women's Caucus to initio 
ate direct contact in order toensure 
that the needs of independent 
women videulfilmmakcr. a". met 
and their mandate is upheld. 

The Alliance will also onntinue to 
lobby the DSS in an errort to restore 
the Non-Theatrical Film Fund. Each 
member of the Alliance is enCOur· 
aged to declare itself a member of 
the National Coalition with the goal 
of restoring this fund. In the event 
that the fund is restored Or NH:re. 
aled, a porcentageofthe fund should 
be allocated to distribution. 

There were many other impo ... 
tantissues brought forth during the 
week of discussions; issuea concern­
'ng multioultu • .,:t,."" d'.t.-ibution, 

racial equality, the Canada Coun­
cil, women and issues conceminl 
Queboc. Documentation of the reso­
lutions that were passed in respect 
to these iasues is available to mem_ 
ber!! anda copy is on file at LIFT. 

Perhaps the mostimporlant res,," 
lution concerns the current discus· 
sions ootween Canada, the United 
States and Mexico on a t.-i·party 
free trade agreement, and the at_ 
tempt of the U.S. to put culture on 
the bargaining table. Therefore, it 
Was resolved that the Alliance and 
its memoors, in consultation with 
the cultural community in Canada 
as a whole, develop and implement 
strategies to oppose any attempt to 
re·introduce culture as a negotiable 
item hy w.-iting Idtel'S to the appl'(>­
priate ministel'S in the federal gD\'. 

emment. 
At the wrap party, which W31 

held at a genuine dude ranch, a lot 
of exhausted people finally cut 10Cllle 
to the sounds of country music. 
Strangely enough,just as the party 
started to get really hot and the 
band was playing "Your CheatiD' 
Heart", the powerwentoiT andne1/Er 
came back on. The party continued 
for a while in total darkness except 
for the blinking lights on the wes'~ 
em jacket of Claude Ouellet , 

All in all, I had a great time, ea .... 
ama.ing work in the Showcase Pll>­
grams, met wonderful people and 
felt very challenged and privileged 
to have been there. 

~AG's 'Artists and the Workplace' budget increased 
The Ontario Arts Council announced on June 25, 

1991 that the 1991·92 budget for the Artia1.$ and the 
Workplace program has been increased to $100,000. 
Last year, $015,000 w"'" allocated to this program. 

Norman Walford, Executive Directc.rofthe OAC said 
that this increase has been made po$sible by the On­
tario government's increaseto the OAC's appropriation 
for this year. "Through this program, we are able to 
o;:ffer employment for professional arliS1.$, and at the 
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same time provide opportunities for memoors of fte 
trade union movement to become involved in the design 
and development of arts projects," said Walford. 

The deadline for 1991·92 application is October 11th, 
1991.Further information and application forms for 
thisjuried program can be obtained from the commu_ 
nity Arts Develo?mentOfficeoftheOAC, 151 Bloor &' 
W. Toronto M5S IT{;, or bycalling(4161961.1000or WI 
free in Ontario 1·800·387·0058. 



WE HAVE YOU BY THE SHORTS! 
AND THEY'RE INSIDE OIIT'!! Aetually. they're 
outside and :hey'r. ahowing at the LIFT ~tON11lLY 
SCREENING on Warde bland , Augu.t 24th. 

So W<!'ve ~Iann.d a f"n_lilled BBQ/fund . aise.1 
.. reening bash that begins around 6PM and culmi· 
nate. at dusk with the showing of .;~ short films by 
LIFT m"mbe,.,. _ all will> It summor them •. 

Bring your frisbee, bring you. dog. bring a 
friend. bring your mom ... and we11 have dessert 
san ds (prom • .." no I t.(lrm.!). rive",. oamping trip., 
trips t.¢ the drive-in, dogs, trees, boal3, baseball 
1""011 , , the Ex and fOTri, whe.b n. basically every­
thin& about .ummer, right up the .. on the 
soreen. We'll also have BBQ earn, hot..:log;, 
ham,burgere, brew""i • • (of course!) and 
mu'''' 

THE IOHG & SHORT OF IT 

Joolo M .. oaRlla ODd boT Rim 
ONE WOMANWAITlNG 
Joh. _. oM hi. moo 

DIU\lE.IN MOVIES 
Joh. KM l le • ...t .he nlm 

SLEEPING DOGs "'"EVER UE 
""~ 1Ion-........ hi. r.lm -"-_ ......... {,Im 

TREE TAl..I! 
De .. I. Moh,.od M, Rim 

DANNY IN TIlE AlllliHlP 
Rob Row,,, .. d u.. m", 
~~ 

&0.. s.. ... odoloo .... hi. film 
SANG SONG 

All thi. fun;. for a good fund, euh ... I 
mean <s .... ~ rai"" $$I: for the ARRI SR 
Remember? That ind"'t",o.m" .... we <an 
get fo. 'heap .heap <o<onut if we oome up 
with .. me f~n. euh ... I mean funds ofour 
own? 

• ... ...';..., ~ ...... ... •. ... -. ~~ So rom ..... Josie·. film and John'. 
and the oth.,. John's, There'. Phil's 
and Amy'. and D.nni.· and Rob', too. 
And I can't forget Stew and Goofy and 
th. Old Lady ... 

Well! youn au when ),011 gel th."'. 
Take the WARDS ISLAND FERRY and look 

for the clubhouse - you can" miss it! 

~~~:;'~ 

Jon.th..., Amilay o;.v"~i< To!<> " 1bIi"",' 
.... <Ir<w D.,.; , (0.:..1 No ... 1'><1" No ... C.,ly HOir) 

IU., De.ko!An l...u~", _. ) 
Ato", ~~.y..., lTM.w;..w ) 

Jol:on G.",. (El .. II.."" /Rf-d U""I) 
John G,..yooo (The Mo1'q of M"" ... "", 

Joni, L""dmao "Adrie.,.,. IolItclall (7b!.Il6 ) 
S",,,,, MoD •• oId (Hig"""" 61 ) 

lri. P •• too(L<o.i".. T'M PaiNHu!Wou..;) 
We.dy Rowland (0.. U"lIaId.w ... ) 

Barbara S .. rnbel"'fW Prt."" I 
.... <Ir<w W ... (1"'"1) 

the Great Hall, 1087 Queen 
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FESTIVAL LIFTERS 
LIFT filmers in the 1991 Festival of Festivals 

by Kika Thome 
Cam .... "" Bailey, John Shorfey and Piers Handling cho.., 
/We"'" film. made by UFT members For !In. Perspective 
CaM';" Pmommm" "t rI..o /991 F,,</iva/ of FRs/iv"I •. 
!.coking thro~h !he pre .. kit, I wo. impressed by the 
di""rsjr,,,fCOllientond the amounlofwork by women olld 
f,lmmo " .. of cokw,.Unfommoie/Y I W,,5II'/ obi" 10 pre 
.,jew "11th,, UfT Mm., s" I .ow wf.oll CO<Jld, wrOM " bit, 
and slIo/cflt,d interpretation. from !In. filmmaker< ond 
programme,.. Who! foJlow. i. ,,,, U,,",""II I,molll of re 
'porI$lI, scme crili<;al, some descriptive, 011100 bile!. 

Jonathan Amitay 
NUKIE TAKES A VALIUM 
COLOUR 161\1M 5MIN 

Thi$ is the third solo performance for Nukie. an 
an;matd mushroom cloud in NUKIE TAKES A 
VALIUM, a:; minute animation by Jonathan Amitay. 
Nukie is convinced and convincing that he is the 
answer to our 20th century deathwish. This time, 
Nukie appears in drag hoping to seduce a male audi ­
ence.Jonathan Amitaytaekles the patriarchy (of whieh 
he is, at least by gender, a member), by satirizing one 
of the more infamousefTe<:\sofit8creation, the nudear 
bomb, The destruction maehinc (aka Progress) will 
always wear a timely disguise to manipulate u. into 
taking its deadly course. In this case Nukie dons a 
falsetto and brassiere. Amitay.' position is ofparticu-

lar intere~:,,~'";·;~o~'~"~.~_~="~, ~"=ro:.~t of a male defined . 

4 L\FT 

Andrew Davis 
G=D HAIR PRETTY HAIR CURLY 
HAIR 
COLOUR 16MM 24MIN 

"Three blaek women, d~ns of hairstyles _ from 
braids to Afros to Jherri curl. t.! dreadlocks. Davis 
uncovers the pe r1lOnaI and pol i tiwl ei gnificance ofblaek 
hair in this intimate, revealing documentary." - Festi­
val of Festivals 

J_I'". Samuoa .. AN INTELLIGENT WOMAN 

Kim Derko 
AN INTELLIGENT WOMAN 
COLOUR 16MM 65MIN 

A rocket scientist in the early 1960s is part of a 
Canadian team whose launch is sabotaged by un­
manned computers. As a result(ofthe explosive failure 
of the phallus), she i. taken to a psychiatric dinic for 
observation , The story finds her there three yeanl later 
where we leam as she untovers the secreta of her 
psychoanalysis. The beauty of her characte r, Eszter 
(Jacquelinc.Samuda), is the way she slips int.! and out 



or umparal realities, er;plorinrr the schi:wphrellic na­
t~ ofcontemporary film femininity_ For c.h0lH! unfa­
miliar with feminist ""yeboanalytk fi lm c.heo:ry, t.hio 
serves asa delieauintroduction lOan individual poiiti( 
ofH,.teria because ofc.heeuy-to-read script. Alterna· 
tively, it haa enough delicioul layering of inter-rela· 
tional lubteda to engage the most rigorous of post­
Laoonian feminiSb. 

Elit! Kotus as Noah jn THE ADJUSTER 

Atom Egoyan 
THE ADJUSTER (GAlA! 
COLOUR 3SMM FEATURE 

"Marking a strong step forward for £goyan and a 
return to the omotional torrnin of hil breaktbroulh 
film, FAMILY VIE WING, THE ADJUSTER is 9 mar­
vel in every sense of the word. Eliu Rotea! etar. u 
Noah Render, an iD1lurance acljUiUr wtlo doesn't 10 

much live hi. life aa manace it. SaYi.or to people .. hoM 
hODlei have been destroyed by fire, phantom to his fUm 
oensotwife (Areioee Khal\iian). he.land. in the centre 
ofa _rid in control. It !lOOn colliw wic.h Bubba and 
Mimi (Maury Chaykin and Gabrielle Role), a perverse 
eouple with more money and free time than senll<'!, and 
carefully orchestra ted lives fall into ch""". 

Brilliantly ahot by Pa ul Sarnol, in wide screen 
Cinema.e<:ope and boasting a cut that reads like a 
Who'. Who in Canadian actins-, thi.;.. a lum oftrul, 
...,m.,.kable pam. Invited tothe Director'. /"ortnight at 
Can .... Prite winner at the M_ Film Featival."­
F .. tivai of Featival •. 

John Gagne and 
Sondra Reid 
BLUE VENICE RED HOTEL 
COLOUR 16MM 6MlN 

In John G"i"Oe's strongest work to date, John col· 
laborate. with Sandra Reid to creau the mimetic 
dream of a city in decay. BLUE VENICE RED HOTEL 
iFtite. the poo.sihilitiea or 16m ... luper imposition to 
realite the layering or , ignace • c.he aging akin of a 
metropolil. The modern red. of hoi. neon rub againAt 
the<:nld hlueofpermanence.ln thi' def\lyedited dance 
of ltone and light, the purple lignifiel OUr emotional 
aecident after the connict.ing meQagel or a rontempo­
rary .t~t.seo.pe. 

John Greyson 
THE MAKING OF MONSTERS 
COLOUR 16MM 30MIN 

The MttkingofMolUlte ... take. on several meaninp 
in John Greyson's film about the personal and political 
motivatiolUl behind the June 21at, 1985lrillingofo raJ' 
man by five teenace boys in High Park. Toronto(and 
their ...,le""" from jail th.-"e rea ... loUr after beina: 
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charged with first degree murder, later changed to 
manslaughter). 

Thi$ i$ a film about a documentary by Lotte Lenya, a 
black lesbian filmmaker, W promote a made·fQl'·CBC 
musical woo produced by Goorge Lukacs, anddirected 
by his old foe, Bertolt Brecht Lukaes, the Hungarian 
Mar.cist cultural theorist, wants w produce a classic 
realist drama hut Brecht, a catfi.h devoid of sentimen. 
tality, wanta to use "disruptive alienation techniqucs 
(heavy metal musical numbers, allegorical sets) in 
order w foreground hi. denunciation of patria«hy." 
Grayson u .... their clash of differences w jolt us out of 
an ea.ily def"medrelationshipto anti·gayviolence. THE 
MAKING OF MONSTERS mocks the magic of male 
bonding from thecradleto the arena and includes a sexy 
all male hockey dance rock video I've never seen the 
likes of on TV. The libretto i. true to Brecht's style but 
contemporary and celebratory with a Queer. Nation 
directness (I've found myself .inging excerpts in the 
park). 

A$ Festival ofFestivala say., and I couldn't say it any 
better, "Already a hit at international festivab, THE 
MAKING OF MONSTERS i$ a passionate, energetic 
film that confirms Greyson as One of our brightest 
talents. An indictment of violence against gays, II 
Brechtian drama and anoutragoous musical. this is as 
powerful a statement as you'll find orgay pride." 

Janis Lundman and 
Adrienne Mitchell 
TALK 16 
COLOUR 16MM 60MIN 

"Five teenage girls let a film crew follow them around 
for ayear, their sixteenth year, to record their struggles 
and intimate moments, and the confusing changes we 
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all go through at that age. The result i, a lively, 
sometimes shockingly candid documentary. Helen, the 
dllughterofKorean missionaries, iscaughtbe\ween the 
high expectations of her parents and her own de.ire W 
become a pianist. A$tra, a self·described "demon seed", 
goes through a year of hell on the streets and at home, 
casting aoout for her place in the world. Lina wants a 
boyfriend, Now. She arrived in the country with her 
Russian parents when she w"'" ten and hu never 
looked hack. Erin is the essence of privilege. Bright, 
besutiful, and upper middle claas, .he nevertheless 
proves that wealth and private school can"! guarantee 
happiness. And Rhonda, smart but ha:-dly studioua, 
wants to be Canada's first suooessful black actress. Thill 
is an unforgettable group of young women, and direc­
wrsJanis wndman and Adrienne Mit<:hell have brought 
a year in their lives to the screen in a remarkable 
journey ofdisoovery.- . Festival of Festivals 

Bruce McDonald 
HIGHWAY 61 (OPENS PERSPEOIVE CANADA) 
COLOUR 35MM FEATURE 

• HIGHWAY 61 is a songline that rul1.'l right through 
the centre of America; its northern tip being-Thunder 
Bay, Ontario, Canada, and its southern tip being New 
Orleans, Loui$iana, USA. The songline !.races the hi.· 
wry of popular music from its roots W its contemporary 
incarnations. 

Of course, muaic is just the subtextofHIGIIW A Y 61; 
it lays out the map for thejourney. My rcal concern. arc 
for the souls of the main characters: Pokey Jon"", 
Jackie Bangll and Mr. Skin (aka Satan), and how they 
each discover their own sense of worth and morality. 
The inhabitants and travellers they meetonton High. 
way 61 place more value in aeaseofbeer, an American 
twenty, or a promise ofbeanty and fame than they do 
their own sonl • .. ."· Bruce McDonald 



Iris Paabo 
LEAVING THE POISONS BEHIND 
COLOUR 16MM 7MIN 

1m Paaoo's !leven minute animation is a personal 
film with a rigorous sound-image relation, on the aes­
thetics of environmental ruin. Her hand painted cells, 
colou rfa 1, orglUlic abstractions, hoW! r betwoon the natu· 
ral and the poI1uwd. Paabo has captured the irony with 
which I vicw an cWlningsky- the thicker the smog, the 
better the sunset. 

Wendy Rowland 
ON HER BALDNESS 
COLOUR 161>11>1 30MIN 

ON HER BALDNESS is a docu{wo)mentary on the 
subject mos~ condusive to a talking heads interview 
approach. Wendy engages a nl,llllbet of women who 
have lost their hair due to ch"motherapy, illness or 
choice. These women reveal their experiences and dis­
cus. the connections between hair and femininity. self 
confidence, the reactions of s trangers and intimates. ,. 
I wM disappOinted that there was no mention made of 
skinheads_ or dykes, even though at least one of the 
womenin~rviewed was a lesbian. I undersloodRowland 
to 00 treading cautiously through a subject which al­
ready raise. too many iS$ues and anxieties. To para­
phrase a bald woman who was undergoing treatment 
during the interview. "At first I was more horrified at 
the thought ef loosing my hair than I WHS at having 
cancer." This i. an important film to see if you're 
interested in the politics of feminine beauty and a 
positive image of women being treated with chemo­
therapy. 

Barbara Sternberg 
AT PRESENT 
COLOUR 16MM 18MIN 

Shortly after this film was O1mpleted. r ran into the 
Euclid, late and out of breath. I caught the screen 
illuminated with scenes from the water. and home, a 
central mitr(lr. achase around this reflection. laughter , 
scenes of childhood and the sounds of men and women 
talking about love. Fragmented butcentrifica1. "What's 
involved in love? Power, oontrol . .. is that what we're 
talking about?" 

Barbara Sternberg writes, '"rhis film is about love ­
relations between men and women, conversations in 
the air. Men are heard voice OVer speaking a love talk 

whicb is personal. though anonymOUs. or singular. 
Another voice over reads parables. which present a 
context for the possibility ofleve or spirit in the world 
at large, The film ends optimistieally: a smile spread$ 
on a mans' face; women addreS$ing men in their own 
voices." 

Andrew Watt 
FERRY 
COLOUR 16MM 9MIN 

Slow grace of water. the maintenance of the boat, 
passenge .... detailsoflight on wood, pipe and rope. Like 
a 1920s photographic portfolio, the poetic stillneS$ of 
the image can be deceiving for the boat i. always 
moving. Watt's FERRY never docks, but remains 'WI­
pended on the lakes' silence between Toronto and the 
Islands. 

were among 
the eight 
wmners 
selected to 
display their 
work on the 
construction 
wall at the 
former 
University 
Theatre on 
Bloor Street. 
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LIFT members open aftemative video store in Mirvish Village 

"We're not Honest Ed's, 
but close! II 

by Carole Larsen 

If you've ever 
worked in the 
film indult". 

you've probably d.i8(:OV­
e~ that the be.t way .. 

• an al~rna-, 
cames tbe kind of 
movies thllt other 
~tore, don't. 

Opening II business 
mi,ht not be a t the top of 
everyone', list durini'll 
receqion. but IICOOrding to them, 
"what elae it the", to dorThey 
found a lap in the type of films 
available; betW<!en foreign art 
lilms and horror movies there isn't 
much e lM outside the main­
Itream. Aller in ..... tigating the 
markel, acquirin, aome financial 
backing and merallupport, they 
opened their dool'l on August ard. 

One Ihin, that happened on 
openin, day was an autograph 
leQion with CunnllJ" Hansen, the 
original Leatherface from 'Te188 
Chinuw Manaere", With just 
one week ofpromotion, over forty 
people filled the store a\ the 
l\eirht of the event. 'll>ere ""'" a 
=e rroupoffive "Chainsaw" fans 
who hUlll" around all da,-. One of" 
them even made a fake chainaaw 
and hroUlhl it down for Gunnar to 
sign. He signed pi<:ture, and 

8 l\1T 

Luis (righJJ slid Meffl# looking 
suspect on OP8nin{J day. 
Photos by Gl'Bfl Bennell 

oomment.ed on the film while it 
played on a nearby screen. The 
day was a su.:celll, and although 
b .... ine .. i, slow right now, word 
of mouth hal broulI'ht in new 
cU8tomen every day. 

The store is locoted a t 605 
Markham Stroot in the Honest 
Ed'. buildinll', not a plaoo one 
would think ofal Ilternative. 
JUllt walk by Ed'. exit and there it 
is - right under the word 
-crooked". They've even come up 
with their own Ed-like II"11'Dn, 
"We're not Honest Ed-" but .. e're 
damn dOOle'" There now _rna to 
be a powin, alternative .cene in 
Mirvi,h Villa",. Along with 

SU8ped thore i, The Bcgnil­
ing, a comic book shop that 
carries alllOrta of alternative 
print. SUlped. is trying to 
carry art media products that 
The Bcguilinll' doesn't, in an 
"ffort to "create a little m_ 
of alternativen ..... " 

The store itlelf is <Jeco. 
rated with a mi~ ofindUlltrial 
art and '7(1. kiW:h. and has 
8pao1! that will eventually be 
u~ for dilplayinll' artwork . 
relaxing and viowing lapel. 

CUrTl'lntly there are only 
about 500 videos in stock. but 
by CX:tobcr they will have 
over 1000, and by Christmas, 
plnn to have about 1400 

videos in the otore. The selection 
ran",. from the ridiculollll to the 
~ublime, everythint from Roger 
Ramjet and Pee,W(!8 flerman to 
Hitcbcocl< and Troffaut: Hon, 
Kong action mm. and 
Japanimation to documentaries 
like "On The &_rY' and "B ..... 
den of Dreanll". They alao carry 
!lOme New York undorrround 
films by artilU like Nick Zed and 
Lydia Lunch. Then! will be a 
ooncentration on orr·Hollywood 
and foreign films, a dire<:tor's 
!ieClion, and a variety of B.movie" 
horror and ocienOll-fiction. 

It i, of special interest to LIFT 
membe ... that SUllpoct pi.,.. to 
have a lubotantial independent 
section and will aoeept tap" !'rom 
loeallll'lioU 011 consignmen~ 
either for sale or rent 'I'be, al. 
ready carry the ever.popular 
"ApocaIYJ166 Pooh" by Todd Gra_ 
ham. In addition to the owner's 
s.eleetions, Smpect willillao be 



asking their roatotners to 
"ug~t titles. 

Through publishing a news­
letter, Luil and Merrill plan to 
give their own",mw. of the 
videos in at.ocl<, and will aooept 
letters and ",vie~ (rom eu8-

totners regarding the stotes' 
"""tent. The ne~letter will 
al .... oontain profiles of artislll 
who haw work on display in 
the store. 

That', the " .. Culture" part of 
Suspect Video and Culture· art 
w<lrk, tape. and paraphernalia 
from local independent bands, 
jewelet")', t-Ihirtl, boGb, poot· 
cards, poote .. _ and whatever 
ebe happelUl along. 

The eomfonable, funky 
at.mollphcre at Suspect could 
make it into an "alternative 
community cenu-e". So far, it 
seems to be working up to its 
potential. people eome in and 
take their tima selecting mOV­
iel, bro~ing the books, and 
givin" Luis and Mernll their 
impreniona of the Ito,..,. Cus­
tomors are especially im­
preued by the fad that the,.., iI 
1>0 membe .. hi p fee - aU it takes 
iI_ identification, prefer­
ably a credit card andlor driv­
erslittnae with your aJlTeIlt 

addreM, but if you don't bave 
that, they'll aooept a phone or 
pi bill. Mo.t videoe rent for 
$3.00, tIUI included, with lOme 
independent onel at $1.00. 
Prices are tbe aame all week, 
and the return time il 7 p.m. 
the following evenin". 

Irs too early to tell euctly 
what Suspect will monage to 
achieve, but it looks good 10 far, 
and with tbe pooitive response 
they've received,they should be 
in bl13inn.e for quite a wbiLe. At 
the very least, it', keeping Lui, 
and Merrill very OttUpied 
during bad economic time!!, 
wbile providing a mueb needed 
outlet for independent and 
altem'tive video.. 

MY CINEI'IA by J. r.lleringlon 

ClOSe my e~. sympathize with a memory. 
Pictures like the cInema. 

nood my visIon. 
Clear. moving pIctures 

nuld like a stream, 
Images Immortal, llluminaUng beam. 
rrame after frame will play. 

unUl Innnily 
will claim 

my movIng pIctures. 

Shadows, llke ribbons waving. 
I\Jnema-atos my braIn cells savIng. 

Metamorphosis. 
cells to celluloid. 
Show me my pIctures. 

Play, playl 
Vlslol Vlslol 
I entertaIn today. 

I have reels for eyes. that plaRue me. 
M), mInd Is a projector 

with (Jnner) sight to save me. 
rorever, I will see 

my moving pIctures. 
""m, 

after 
rrame 

wlll play. 
Until innnil y will c laIm 
my movIng pictures. 

----- ::;--"',:::::-----------0 
l--' --- ) ------

J 
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EIGHT IS ENOUGH 
FOR POP TART 
GENERATION 
by ZoI! Drulck 

Th, grainy ''''per 8 look i, found 
everywhere these dar- - from 
Pop Tart ada to eo<tende<i rumic 
equivalomt.like Flatlinel"5. 'IbU 
maiMtream appropriation ofa 
'\laditionally 'alternative' medium 
has been artirulat.ed by theorist 
Roland Barthes and LIFT film­
maker Kika Thorne alike as a co­
oplin, of. Ityle while leaving any 
\llIderlying hiltory or meaning 
behind. 

Ever .inCI;13 introduction in 
the mid.,ixtiu. Super 8 has pro­
vided a I'I'!latively s traight-fo .... 
ward, inupenl;v& filmmaking 
option. Althoulrh some see Super 
8 as. format to be ptOeressed 
through on the way to numeri· 
cally larcer ,tocka, fur many oth­
en it i. the medi um ofchoiOl!. In 
the world of film , ... in that of 
lI~hndOl)', the b'R"r-u;­
better eUilud. i, nothing but 
technol.,p:a1 maehilmo. 

That aaid, the ... i . .. diverse 
range otattitude. towards Super 
8. Mitch Perkin., whoan some­
time. be found a t Exclusive Labs, 
approaches the medium all the 
ideal IInswer \.0 low·budget fcature 
production. Many such features 
- usually of the ki\l:hen sink 
hOTTOr variety - have been made, 
.ome becominr hirh'gr06lIing 
video ",ntab in the United States. 
He __ the lame marketable 
potential here. "Queen St. Video 
..ould put a lotal film on their 
Ihelves and han&: up your poster; 
Mitch inaitla. If the task of edit,. 
inr a Super 8 feature seems 
daunting. he IUggesta shooting in 

12 lIfT 

Super 8 and then 
tranaferrinr the 
beat footage ont.G 
16mm 10 cut do ..... 
on an upanaive 
ahooti". ratio. 

For her part. Kika 
it enamoured with the 
"Iow·tech humility" of 
Super 8. "It', the ability 
to make .omethinr at home 
wi th .orne friends _ really per· 
sonal and spontaneous. You 
capture .omathing, like documen. 
tary, like mllaic." There can be 
little di. pute that th""" kinds of 
pick·up-and·lhoot pouibilities. aa 
well aa the rollltive inupen.se­
$25 for three fin15hed minutes of 
EKt.ao:hrome _ make Super 8 
extremely flexible. 

Leu appreciated, hoWi!ver, it 
the raet that few _thouc limits 
are actually impolle<i on Super 8 
by ita ted!nolec;y. The picture 
quality of Kodac:hrome film .took, 
for u.a.mple, il aaid to rival that or 
1" video, and ima", .ioe needn't 
be an iuue ifthe projection ia 
good. All for IOUnd, a _Il·pro­
duced eassette played during a 
screening tan o!\cn be mOn! pre· 
cise than D l6mm optical sound 
track. 

Tha non·replicable nature of 
moet Super 8 lilm prinu tram· 
fornu their acreeninp into rare 
.ite·.pecilic evenla. All Kika 
~I"VCII,"an i,,"lallation can't be 
mown allover the WI'Irld either." 
On the other hand, the poeaibility 
ofloeing your only print in the 
mail during diltribution can be a 
s trong deterrent. 

Oilier problem. with Super 8 

0"'.0 
arise from old and ilI"maintained 
equipment. At the July 29th LIFT 
screeninr at Cinecyde, no one 
confuoed the projector problem. 
with a lpontaneoua Dada revival. 

l.1FT. new S uper 8 Club it in 
the prooeu oleatabliahina: a 
rohesive core around which rum· 
make .. can create a . pace for 
thelllHlves. Althou&:h many 
membe .. have their own cameras 
(Mitch haa actually built hit own 
. teady-cam) Crea: Woodbury it 
currently roundinr up and teltinr 
an array of Super 8 equipment. 
He ia alsol1!selU'China: Ute possi. 
bilitiea of acquirinr a Iync-aound 
camera and (hopefully) a >'.enon 
arc projector. Club meetinp will 
be held expreuly ror membe,... to 
show and di ...... their work. 

And 10, even .. many lilm 
schools replace Super 8 with 
video, lhilI and other modeat, "leSB 
weia:hty" media are el\iOyina:a 
resurgence 01 interest around 
town and beyond. Super 81i1m· 
making eontinuea to penevere­
in spite of lJIe Pop Tart taint. 



L\FT CLASSIFIEOS 
JOB OPENINGS 

THE IN DEPEN DENT FILM 
ANO VIDEO ALLIANCE i • ..,. 
<opting "I'p. , .. tion. for tho poo;. 
lion of Coor dinato r. lIHin. 
gusli, ,,, i ..... nlio1 . Thi. i •• 
fuJI tim. job'",,,,,,,,;,, Mon.,. ... l 
Salary: S21K. StaTting dote: 
Oc.ober I, 19'91 Appli"'ion 
doadlln., A"guo< 23. 1991. 
W.it. m: [FVA/AVe l , a&7, 
b"u1. St .Jo'.p h 0 ., f l, 
M"nt"'''~ Quebec. IlllV iPI 

TORONTO AATS COUNCIL 
...... p ...,j .cI MObsc. rl 
0"," .. 0_,.. Dut;.. in<ludo: 

T II £ WIN NI P EG FILM 
GROUP, 0tI indopondon. or<­
i ... ",,, film """1'0"";'-, i , .... ,.. 
ct" lIy a«<p~ng .. ppl ;'0.';00. for 
tho poolU"" ofE • ...,~tl"" Co. 
ordln.tor . 
In .. ddi tiM to .~pportjng\ho p"" 
d ... ion ... hibition " di.tri ..... 
bOtl <>t . wido 1'8"¥' .,mm",,,,,. 
ing indudit\i olton • • pori",.n_ 
tal fi lm. " r ....... l""fLh d",_ 
mo..i< prod""'"",, tho co-op.1 00 
prnvido. i .. ",.m"","hip with 
m .. "y Ir.ining """"""' • . 

Sal'ry $22 • 2.5K . bonofi ... 
1'1_ f~ oil'nq" ;rlo. ,, . 
<urri .... i"m vitae by m.oil bor" .. 
SOp ..... bo,r 16 , 189 lto: 

n,. Winnil"'J Film Group 
3(I.I-!00 Arthur S ...... , 
Winni.,.g, Mo"i!Ol>o 
RSB 1H3 

ACTORS 
BOOMER tho CLOWN avol). 
obi. fO!" work on film •• nd vid. 
_ . Mofi<. j"i~ing ~nd bal · 
loon • . Coli Mortin 633.:1514. 

Mnl. &<t(l, with "l;" rango from 
la 10 26. wi.h g<ood I"ining and 
film "pori • • ", looking to """k 
on ... ';00.0 ind. pe"don' f, lm. 
For m. to &ud;~on. pi ...... call 

hon.,....,.;um .. """ .. hope. and 
_ to O<I"ipm.nt a nd focili. 
ti ... 
,tq>p]I""Uonu,..availaN. from: 
Cont ... Fo, Art Topto. 2166 
Brun . ... i<k St., 3Td F loor. 
AlnandT' Contr •• UaHfu 
Nova &«la. Doodlin. fOT . ub­
mi";on. ;. Sopt.ombo, 16. 1991. 
FOO" mo ... I nfurrnotion <all (902) 

429-6399. 

BROADCASTING 
VISION TV:A window for indo-
pend.nt Co""dian "Im . .... 1. 
com .. i"'ltbri" r ....... fi lm .... x· 
oro ""'1 .. 1991·92 NOS<In. Doou_ 
montori ... d ... .,n .... muoi, . hu. 
man , lTai,.. and oomedy. For 
oddi~onoJ infurrnation. <all An_ 
gol Nari<x (41 6) 368.:1194. 

SPACE AVAILABLE 

WOIlKSCENE I. an arti ....... 
ope, oli", at 183 Both" ... , SL (ot 
Qu .. n) with 0 gallory ' paoe 
" . oil,hl . for , Ingl. puhH< 
... n .. ou,h .. book I.unehlngo. 
l .. tu,H, ' ingl. performano . .. 
ftlm ond vidoo p .... n .. tion •• 
pootry rHld ;ngo, experim.ntal 
mu,;'<On<erta, . « . T-Nopllor_ 
I .. approx;mo .. ly 1,10(1 oq. ft. 
and 10(1 "1. fl.. 

All ~. aro wol,o"", for 
'.".Id ..... tion. Conta<t Frane. 
."'. Vi,,*n .. 4664158",. Ma,k 
S"thorland 2a.s-6666. 

ARTIST IN R:::SIOENCE 

THE FRINGE RESEARCH 
HoIosrophi< .. In<.,.d Tho Ph0-
ton ~ofHo~phe,.. .... 
botb .~p~ng p",,_l, f01" 
,hoi, ......... ·In·Ro. idonoo Pn>­
gr~m. for all Co:",di"" .rti ... 
who ..... in"rH~ in • • plori", 
tho holosrophl< .. odium . R .. i. 
don'o ,"«iv. \ .no, arium •• 
to<hni<&1 ;"""',tion ond ""' ... 
riol oil.,...."" • . Fringo Ro .... "'h 
off .... ..-ibih~ .. 'n pul ..... ho-
losrophy. "'"i<h i . tho <.pturi", 
ofm""'; ng ond Ii",,,, oubje«o. 

SuOOtI "';ono " A [.R. Prosrom. 
Photon League ofHoIosroplooro, 
110 Sudbury St. , Unit B. 
Toronto, On .. ri •• M6J 1.0.1. 

o....m".,'~1 to, 11191. 

S"OOti..;on ... A-1.R.I'rogTarn. 
FrinllO ~lU"<h Holograph;' .. 
I"" .• Sui,. 010 1179.0. Ki "i' Sl 
W .• Toronto, Ontario. M6K 3Cli. 
o-dlilt., s.,p,*~rw. I1191 

WANTED 
TO BUY A FISHE R PR ICE 
\'1 0100 .. ", .. ",. Con And .. ,. •• 
5;15·1475. 

FREE 

16mm MAG STOCK .oed"""'. 
1 roll $Oft ond I roll Ioron. 
Ava;labI. a t tho UPI' ,,11'1< • . 

Ovor_i" g Job Do •• lopm.nt 
Proj .. ~ whi:b indudo. "!min. 
i. lmti"" '" nnancioJ .... patI.i· 
bib ty to the p...,jo<L Adnti"I , t.e,. 
;ng gno.n .. to ind;\'Id",,1 pro­
gram. whl':' indudo. tho "P­
""",ing Gra, .... Vi. ual Ar .. _m. T. C. a. 36(1·(1059. r---------------------, 

Pl •••• for" a,d ' n um .. to: 
Do, .. " ])otto. To,onto AT" 
Council. 141 B.thurot S" .. t 
Toronto, On"";o. MSV 2R2. Fo, 
moro i"romution toll ~800. 

R".",,, "' .. , /,. r«<i!Hd h7 
&pl._,. 9. I 99l. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Th. Cen .... for ...,.. ""' .... orr .... 
an ...... y or .. hol."bipo to on· 
«ou'"g. " •• ti,... In""". 'i"" 
woo, .. from orti . .. ...... 10 tho 
m.d'" or \'Ideo. .udio and <0>'0_ 

pu,",. Thlrtun o<bola ... hipo 
• .... vailable •• ",b ioeluding 

POST PRODUCTION 
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

TRIM BINS. EDITING BENCHS 
GANG SYNCRONIZERS • SPLICERS 

YOU NAME IT! 
CAll GREG AT LIFT fOR DETAILS (416) 595·8233 

DEALS! DEALS! DEALS! 
.. fILMIiO USF. is offering 

LIFT mem",,", a 20% di:l· 
count on COD orders upon 
p'e~n"'l;on of Ihe LIFT 
nl<mb<cloip card. 

or PATIIE ;" offering. dis. 
counl ofbetwttn 20% 1<>25% 
depending on the size olthe 
projO<1Ondothet «nns. They 
00. also pro" ide pad ogo 
price< rOO" an entire projecl. 

... SOUNDIIO USF.willoffer a 
2S % disrouol for oervi<xs and 
11>% rer ""'«rials. Payments 
mllSt bemadeon a COD basi. 
aroj ",s.Ions will be b<>oI:cd 
on • "bum]llble" ~s. 

... I,l ISCO VE RY PROD UCT. 
IONS will offor a IS% dis· 
t:OuJ\1 on audio post prodLOC. 
lion work. 

.. SOU ND MI X ... ill offo, . 
diKoun l 10 UFT mom· 
bers., 15% off !heir I isl priet. 

.. P.F.A will off"a IS%dis­
COIinll<> I.1Fr mem",,", on 
C.O.D. orders. 

... SO UND TEe IlNIQUF. 
f~m &. video """'" finish. 
ing for S80.oo per how. 
"'"stet milts ror $40.00 per 
hour and oustMlS by !he 
sounddoclo<. 

or S POT 1'11. \1 AND 
V[I,lEO INC. offer a dis· 
t:OuJ\11<> UFT mmbcrs of 
IS"". 

If Y"" boo", <f ""1 0,1«1, dis­
co",,1 offer td U>",....Jb<rs. gi ~ 
G'~g" call <1/ un. 
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TWO PIOURE HEAD ln1ercin. 
16mm fI"b,d wi.h fully 
equipped editing suite. 
SPEED EDITING deci,ion, 
by using two pictures 
and two sound trocks OR 
one picture and three 
sound trocks. 

0~0@/'W7@@lli 

DISCOUNTS FOR L.I. F. T. 

L\FT 
345 AdeLaide 5t ..... t Welt 
Suite 505 
Toronto,O,,1.ario 
M5VlIU 
41&.&~ 


