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LIFT NEWS LIFT NEWS LIFT NEWS LIFT NEWS LIFT NEWS LI FT 

DOLLARS TO PUNNEr 
Congratulations to Keith Dunne! who got $30,000.00 from the Heritage 
Branch of Ihe Ministry 01 Citizenship and Culture (now the Ministry 01 
Culture and Communications) lor the completion of his film Sails 10 the =. 
TAKING IT ALL 
At Ibis year's Canadian Film and Television Awards, Clarke Mackey won 
the award for best Canadian Feature Fi lm for Taking Care. The fi lm is in 
the theatres now 8I"Id is well worth even the outrageous Famous Players 
Price 01 56.50, although you CQuid go on a Tuesday. 

PISTRIBUTION f OB HEART OF THE FORES T 
Adrienne Mitchell's new film, Heart 01 the Forest, which was seen on CBC 
Television last September now bas two distributors: Kinetic Film 
Enterprises will be handling national, non-theatr icat distribution and Isme 
Benn ie will be handling international television. 

MICHAEL HOOLBOOM GETS A JOB 
Michael Hoolboom, who has been a member 01 UFT for a few months and an 
active member 01 the Toronto film community lor many years, was 
recently appointed to the position of EKperimental Film Officer al the 
CFMDC. Hoolboom takes over the position that was vacated by Barbara 
Sternberg. LIFT wishes Michael the best of luck in his new posi tion. 

FAMILY VIEWIN G UPDATE 
Along with Ihe many honours that Atom Egoyan has received for his film 
Familv Viewing in Toronto and most recenlly Montreal, he has been 
invited to screen the lilm in the FORUM OF YOUNG CINEMA at lhe Berlin 
Film Festival. So lar, he is the only Canadian to have this honour lor the 
-aa Festival, 

The LIFT NEWSLETTER I. published bl·mc>nt hly by the Liaison 01 Independent 
Filmmakers 01 Toronto, 345 Adelaide St, W, Suite ' 505, Toronto, Onl. rlo. 
M5V IRS, George Groshaw, Editor. Vol. I , No.6 has been produced with the 
assistance 01 John Bauman, Llam KIernan, Michelle SirOiS, Harald Baehman. 
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$ MONEY $ MONEY $ MONEY S MONEY S MONEY $ MONEY S MONEY $ 

LIFT PRODUCTION GRANTS 
Production Grants 01 up to $2000.00 (lra (lya ilable to Full Mambors in good 
standing. Applications should include a synopsis andlor scripVstoryboard 
and a budget breakdown. Projects that have previously received LIFT 
Production Grants are not eligible. Deadline lor application s Is 
February 19th, 1968 at 4:00pm end there will be NO EX TENSION S I 
For grant guidelines please contact LIFT aher Jan. 4th. 

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL 
$ 

The Ontario Arts Council has just announced a new temporary program 
called Professional Oevelopment/New Media Arts. The Program is intended 
\0 assist the development of media art forms in Ontario with emphasis on 
the individual artist. Media art forms are defined as film, dramatic 
screenwriting, phOlography, holography. video and unique uses of 
electronic media. 

$ 

Grants are available to: 1) assist artists in improving their creat ive E: 
skills. 2) assist groups in enhancing the public profile and economic 

lJ circumstances of art ists. 

• 

Priority will be given to projects that benefit artists living outside the 
Metro Toronto area. Deadlines are January 15, 1988; August 1, 1988; and 
January 15, 1989. Project guidelinesand application information is 
available at the LIFT office and from the Ontario Arts Council. 

TORONTO ARTS COUNCIL 
The Toronto Arts CounCil is haDing to institute a new program in 1988 
called Visual Arts Project Grants to Individul Artists_ Examples of 
eligible projects include work with film. video, sculpture. photography, 
architecture, installation, holography and painting. Budgets must be in 
e~cess of $10,000.00 and TAC will contribute UP to 50% to a ma~imum of 
$15,000.00. 

If the T AC receives funding from the City for this program (which they 
haven·t yet!) applications will be submi tted in July with results in 
September. We will keep you posted as to what happens . 

• 



5 

UPCOMING FESTIVALS, CONTESTS, COMPETITIONS, PRIZES, ETC .. 

PBS IS LOOKING fOR YlDeo 
LIVE fROM OFF CENTRE is in the process 01 conducting an international 
searCh for performance video and related genres of lelevision 
e~perimenlalion including video animation, dance, fiction, some 
documentary and music video. The acquisition fee is appro~imately $300 
per min ute. For more information contact : Helen OeMichiel. Associate 
Producer, Alive From Off Centre, OICA/TV, 1640 Como Ave, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota 55108 (6 12) 646-4611. 

21st ANNUAL HUMBOLT f iLM ANP VIPEO FESTIVAL 
The Festival is open to all students and independent film and video artists. 
They are seeking work that expresses compassion, a boldness of vision, 
and the use of the medium in insightful ways. The four l ilm and video 
catEgories include narrative, animatior"\le~perimental, documentary and 
editing. Deadline is Feb 22, 1988. Contact LIFT fo r more information. 

CLEVELAN P INTERNATIONAL FILM FE STI VAL 
16mm and 35mm shorts and features: applications are being accepted 
until December 31st, for the Festival, April 7-24. t988. Contact Cleveland 
International Film festival, 6200 SOM Centre Rd .. C20, Cleveland, Ohio, 
USA 44139. (216) 349-0270. 

INTERNATIONAL FESTI VA L OF YOUNG CINEMA-MONTREAL 
The official competition section is open to any Canadian or foreign 
production made in an amateur andlor non-professional context. Prior ity 
is given to Quebec productions, while respecting quality a!ld origi!lality 
criteria. Oeadline for submission of documentation (forms, written 
material, photographs etc ... ) is January 8. 1988. Deadline for submission 
of productions is January 15, 1988. The Festival takes place 1-6. 
Contact LIFT for more information. 

LIFT keeps information on file in the office on a !lumber of ;;, ~!'m,;o~,j 
festivals. This information and entry fo rms are availab le to LIFT members . 
Please remember that this service is here for your 



B 

WORKSHOP REPORTS ...... 

ADVANCED SOUND WORKSHOP (OCT 31 - NOV 1) 

I can only speculate (Ihough lor the sake 01 b'lIIIity I won't) as 10 Ihe reason 10< the ~mi'ed 
'l'SPO"se 10 1I'>e ,"""anced Sound Wotkshop. Chalk one l4J lor sient films I suppoSe. 

Toronto's Ross Redlafn (sound rerordiSl) and Daniel Pe!1arin (sound mixillQ englneerl kept our 
allaotion span 111;"'0 10. IW¢ days with pertinent details mixed with professional aneedoles 
regarding the relationsh ip between sound, picture and evdience. Si.ty dollars was a nominal 
. xpense 10 have the opponunlty 10 absorb professional Insight, ask stupid questions and 
perform lhe rol. 01 $<)\lnd recordist in mock situations. As lor mysell il was an opportunity 10 do 
aU the things I want 10 do on a shoot wilhoul lIavinQ to worry about imposing my pent-up 
cunosity on professionals who llave olher things 10 WOIry abou!. During the WOlkshop we 
liscussed digital sound recording lor liIrn. m ike lind boomino lOC/lniques, !lie nature 01 sound and 
a veritable $lTIOf9asbo81d 01 technical and aesthetic consIderalions in 'eco<<Iing and mixing 
sound. What a weel<endl 

Report by Liam Kiernan 

PRODUCTION MANAGER WORKSHOP (Nov 6th) 
On Fri, Nov. 6th and Sat . Nov. 7th, LIFT hoSled a low b\ldgel leature lilm ProductOoo Managem&nt 

led Ral~. co·producer and produclion managl/l 01 I'yj! Hftard the 
1.4$. RailA Is an endless source or lolotmation end suppoft 10 Independent 

The maio focus of the worlrshop was a step-by· step breakdDwn 01 the Telefolm Summary Bu6\)e1 
Form. Detaits 01 the Iorm. cruelal 10 the success 01 a low bvdget fealUre film, were examined. 
Emphasis was ptaced on how they related to the overall prodLiCtion budget. Elements discussed 
Included acquiring the rlQhl $ to Ihe stery. writer's lee. produce(s fee . completion guarantor • 
• "ors and emissions , equity Investment. d ire(;lO(s lee. cast alld ACTRA conifacis. Ulras. 
production stall . crew. plus aproximately twenty acXlitionat ilems. 

Ms. RaM concluded the WO<l<shop .,..;th vmal &he called the "basic nuts and botlS" 
res.ponsrbilities 01 the production manager and pittalls 10 be avoided: a lisl 01 points 10 be taken 
seriously and closely Siudled. 

Tile WOI'Kshop was rl!CO(ded 01110 cassettes which are avaltable 10 LIFT members. For tile 
Indepelldenl lilmmaker about 10 embarlr on hi$lher fl rsl tow budget leaturs l ilm and lor lhose 

. / ' who have already (Xlmplelad their fl rSlleature, it would be advice welt taken 10 find the time to 
V A Iislen 10 lh,s excellent rasourcs. 

~' Raporl by Mkhelle Sirois 

~ 
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WORKSHOP REPORTS conI ... 

ADVANCED LIGHTING WORKSHOP (NOV 27 • 29) 
The AdVarlCGd L1g hllng WOrl<$l1Qp was tleld recently ana considered by all participants 10 be a 
greal SUlX:8SS. Hands on instruction was provided by profess ional gaffer. Roger Marlin. With 
over 20 year s exper ience under his bel!. Flogs. was overflowing with plactlcal advice that he 
was eag.er 10 &h8fB. 

Aogef has wotked "';Ih lIle NFB In Montreal and was the Gallet lor fdms such as [)edina 01 the 
"meoca" EIWiI'ft Moo Ooc!e AolQioe and go Days. 

Roger was able 10 come up wilh solutions to the many problems posed by participants, that were 
usually last cheap and elfeclive. The course covered such topics as balancing mUltiple light 
sources. USing lIacing paper as an alfective low cost dilusslon material, lighting to. 
documentaries and lighting continuity. Each situation ra ised more and ffiOO'8 quastiollS arid the 
wbjeet was tar trom exhausted. Roger and the partq>ants expressed QfBal pleasure w~h the 
wOOr.$hQp and talk was ge<l{trated about 1M po$$ibility 01 staging a k·long workshop in the 
futu.e. 

Rep:Jrl by Harald Bachman 

UPCOMING TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS 

In the new year, UFT wiI be holding a s{tries of technicalllllO!llshops. These ~shops wiI 
InduckJ Basic Cameo-a. Basic Sound and Basic Edling 8$ wei as Advanced Sound Editing. The basic 
WO<I<shop$ will CQVe. equ~ment usa, technicpe, practical location application as wei as 
documentation and maintenance. 

The AdYanced SOund Editing Workshop will cover a more In·depth applicalion of t(;Chniques fo. 
experiuncad filmmakers. A system for documenJalion and organization will be presented in lhe 
contexl of an actual lilm in the culling slages. 

Instrue!Ors 10' tha worI<shops will tit: Basic Cam_.Keith Hlady 
Basic Sound·Phil Stall 
Bas ic Editing. Pete. Vinet' 
AdYanced Sound Edil ing·Michael Werth 
'unconlirmed 

An workshops will oeeur in elthe. late February 0< Earty March as dates are un·con~rmed. 
Enrolment WIll be ~miled and 10. members only. Fo. more complete in1o<m8lion. please call 
LIFT alte< January 4th. 

Marc laFoy 
Just an Ordinary, Award Winning, Technical Guy 
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STOP THI; DEAL: A NIGHT IN DEFIANCE OF FREE TRADE I 

I went to an evening 01 entertainment and speakers at Massey Hall on 
November 25th, Dilled as "A Night in Ueliance 01 Free Trade." Outside the 
rain poured down, while inside the place was packed with hot-blooded 
Canadians who were ready to do a linle Free Trade and Brian Mulroney 
bashing. The first speaker out was Don Harron as Charlie farquahason, who 
told us how the whole Trade deal was cooked up when Reagan and his 
Nanny came up to sing wi th Blarny and Mil ly at the Sham-rock concert a 
coupla years ago. He couidn ', understand why people would think that 
Reagen dosen'\ care about Canadians when he walks around with one in his 
back pocket all Ihe l ime. Other speakers, hosts and en&tertainers included 
Margaret Atwood. Jack Diamond (Architect), Farley Mowat. Michael 
OOOaatje. Rosemary Brown ( British Columbia NDP MLA.), Bob White, June 
Callwood. Erika Ritter, Sylvia Tyson. R.H . Thomson, The Clichettes, a 
representative 01 Ihe Canadian Council of Senior Citi ''''~O~'~,':.'~;~~:;," 
from the Council on Religions in Canada, and more. r 

It is possible thaI, as occured with the 
Common MarXet, Ihe Agreement will be 
put in place and ten years down the road 
we will notice very little change. II 
seems more (Iar more) likely, though, 
that this is an issue the will change Ihe 
shape of our nation, our economy, our 
lifestyle and our culture. It is 
impossible to think Ihat a government, 
that recently became the most 
unpopular Canadian government in 
history (in the polls), could take such a 
move upon themselves without a 
mandate from the people, but thai is 
9x:l.c!ly wh:l.! th9y :1.(9 trying to do. Mr. 
Mulroney keeps telling us nOI to worry 
and nothing should make us wor r;'-",~~ 
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FREE TRAOE cont ... 

Mention was made of the film industry that night when a gentleman read a 
lener in suppon of Free Trade Irom Ihe t:anadian Motion Picuture 
Distributors Association. The letter supported the principle and the 
practice of of the deal in every respect. It is interesting to nOle the 
speaker added Illal the members of this Association include Walt Disney 
Productions, Twentilh Cerltury Fox, Orion Pictures, Wamer Srothers 8fld a 
number of other American companies. It was also explained to the 
audience that the American practice of being the Producer, Distributor and 
Exhibitor of a film is actually illegal in Ihe United Slates. but 
common pract ice lor American companies here. Flora MacDonald tried to 
change this silualion earlier this year and bring more conlrol to Canadian 
Distributors with proposed legislation which was withdrawn due to 
American pressure. II that is what is going on now, wait untit Free Trade 
takes eUecl. ..... 

If you care about how this Free Trade Deal wi ll effect Canada, or more 
specifically culture and the Canadian film industry, then let the 
government know how you feel and that you would like to see an election 
on the issue. Write the Prime Minister, your MP. Flora MacDonald, Ed 
Broadbent, John Turner, Premier David Peterson and your MPP. With Iheir 
files fu ll 01 your opinions, they can't ignore you. 

By George Groshaw 

To write Onawa the addren 1$: 
(no postage necessaryl) ..... ,,""-
P8IlIamenl Hill 
Ottawa. Ontario. 
c..m 
K1A 005 

Foo- Ont .... io )'QU ~ulIJ w.iW: 
Ontario Legislatule 
Oueen's Palk 
Toronto, Onta rio. 
c..m 
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" FILM REVIEW - A VENERABLE OCCASION 
At the funeral, not long ago, of a mutual friend, someone remarked to me 
thai the old rituals just don', seem to work anymore; we Deed new ones 
that make belter sense. He might just as well have been ta lking about 
marriage. Even il you accept the broad nolion that there is nothing. in 
particular wrong with being married, all the pomp and ceremony that goes 
with gelling married is a little hard to take. In facl, some marriages 
never recover from it ... 

A Venerable Occasion, directed by LIFT member Maureen Judge and co
wr itten by her husband, Martin Waxman, is a laughing look at weddings in 
gaMral and two couples in particular. The bride-Io-be in this case asks 
her hast friend !rom her college days who is already married if she will be 
her Matron of Honour. Unable to say "no", Ihe friend goes through all the 
mandatory motions: visiting the bridal consullant ("We always lake 
payment in advance; so many of our relationships never make it to the 
al tar"). helping select the gown ("You look just like Barbie"), and hosting 
the bridal shower. 

The two couples have dinner together to get aquainted and the men strike 
up an immediate dislike for each other, This is understandable, given that 
the hubby,to-be is such a shallow, yuppie, jerk , however blissfully 
unaware of it he may be ("So, you looking forward to the big day?" "Oh yes, 
I've circled it on my calendar,"). The dinner is a disaster that comes to an 
early, abortive end, with one of the women suggesting, ·We must do this 
again sometime." Then through the miracle of optical printing we watch in 
fast motion. a replay 01 the entire unpleasant evening. Simple. yes, but it 
made me laugh. 

For all its apparen t simplicity, A venerable Occasion is a sophis ticated 
liltle film, compiling a quick series 01 funny vignettes that could well be 
developed into a leature length comedy. The script is remarkably witty 
and original, and well executed by all lour leading players. I must add 
however, that the performance Of the Bel loitl (;ilaracter was, well, plastic. 

" you missed this tilm, try to catch up with it al some later screening. 
Remember: ·Oeath Is easy. Comedy is hard," 

Review by John Bauman 
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WORD SCRAMBLE CONTEST: 
1) rell. rdl.et 

2) Oll,81cepevir 

3) Innllll s 

4) oasot 

5) al.acnd luon.icc 

6) ynml.O 

7) otudr,-inpo 

8) rmlea llkm 

9) t.Q,.lonalc 

10) Icn.pe ixe ne.Q,.od 

The idea is to unscramble these words and make them into words that 
pertain to film in Canada or in general. Underlined letters are already in 
the correct position in the words. II you lire the first one 10 accomplish 
this task and get all the answers correct liS of Ihe 18th of December you 
will win the secret Chr istma s present prize. All answers must be 
vara tied by George at LIFT. 

DON'T FORGET THE CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

LIFT IS HOLDING Irs ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY ON DECEMBER 18TH FROM 
5·8 PM AT THE LIFT OFFICE. MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARE INVITE D 
o CFI EBRATE THE 'SPIRIT" OF THE SEASON WITH US. VOLUNTEER HOURS 
RE AVAILABLE TO THOSE WHO BRING GOODIES TO EAT AND DRINK. 
QNTRARY TO POPULAR BELIEF, PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT Will BE GIVEN 

TO THOSE INHO BRING CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR THE STAFF (HO HO HO). 
-tOPE TO SEE YOO ALL THERE. 



Liaison or Indcpo:ndcn' 
Fi lmm. kefll or Toron'o 
345 Adelaide SI. w. 
Sui'o _505 
Toron'o. On '3.io. 
MSV lR. ~ 

Tho u.""" 01 .~ •• AmIftaI<e< • ." TOIOIIIO 10 __ tod by "'" c...- Coo.Ird. '''' Nalional Fino eo .... at 
c.nacs.. ToIo4 .... CaI\Oda. tho O<urio Fb o...1apnwIII Co/porllion. "'" GonrntnOl'll'" Ontario -.gh lIlfloli"oiolrJ 
01 CIAt", • .., Corrvnu_ ... _,_ 1..111_. Minislf/. MollO T.,..,.,.., Cultural Allair ....... City at 
T_o .... 0IIgII ..... TOIOIIIO AM Cou"';' ..... c.....,. EtIIpby_lIwough Job 0.......,..,0I'Il. 
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